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Stanley and Junia Schauer 

Yucuna has a simple, asymmetrical consonantal system, 
and a five -vowel system, rather than the six -vowel type 
found in most of the other Colombian languages so far inves- 
tigated. Of special interest is the contrast of central and 
lateral flap phonemes, the great amount of free variation 
between /s/ and /h/, and the patterns of intrinsic and non- 
intrinsic stress, plus the shifts resulting from the inter- 
action of the two stress types. 
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^' iJ^troduction . Yucuna is a member of the Arawak 
language family and is spoken by some 450 Yucuna and 
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Matapi Indians living in the Amazon jungle in the state of 
Amazonas, of southern Colombia. They occupy an area 
about thirty miles along the middle region of the Miriti 
river, which is a tributary to the Caqueta river. 

The Matapi language has been lost except for a few 
words that have been retained by some of the elders of the 
tribe. The Matapies are almost completely assimilated into 
Yacuna culture. 

In the language "yucuna" has the meaning of a story, 
history, or state of being of someone or something. In their 
language they refer to themselves as camajeya which means 
'^from the animals. " 

We are grateful for the many informants who have given 
their time to help us in the gathering of language data. Our 
special gratitude goes to three young men (ages 17-19) who 
have helped us the most: Pedro Matapi, his younger broth- 
er Benito, and Arcadio Yucuna. Field work was carried on 
in the years 1963-65. 



Schauer, Stanley and Junia. 1967. Yucuna Phonemics. In B. F. 
Elson (ed.) Phonemic Systems of Columbian Languages. Norman: 
University of Oklahoma Press. 



